
 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 

 

GATHERING RITE 
 

Processional   There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  Hymn 470 

  

A purple cloth is placed at the foot of the altar where a cross is leaning. 

In front of the cross is a basin and pitcher of water. 

 

Presider:  Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent, the purple cloth and the cross  

 reminds us of this season of the life, passion, death and 

 resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our focus this week is vocation. 

 

Reader:  God of mercy and abundant compassion forgive us for our reluctance to listen 

to your call and decide to take the path more convenient and less difficult. 

 

Water is poured into the basin. 

 

Reader: God of mercy and abundant compassion forgive us for our stubbornness and 

unwillingness to respond to your grace. 

 

Water is poured into the basin. 

 

Reader:  God of mercy and abundant compassion forgive us for those times we have 

been apathetic, less than gallant, and unappreciative of your steadfast love. 

 

Water is poured into the basin. 

 

Presider:  All things have been reconciled to God the Creator through the life, death and 

resurrection of God’s only Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit has been sent 

among us for the forgiveness of sins. By the authority of Christ given to the 

Church I absolve you from your sins in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. May God give you peace. 

   



 

Hymn     Guide My Feet Lord   



Liturgy of the Word 

A reading from the First Book of Samuel 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from be-

ing king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the  

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I 

go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 

have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 

shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 

the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trem-

bling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to 

the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and 

his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 

the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 

his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look 

on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, 

and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then 

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not 

chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There re-

mains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now 

he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint 

him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence 

of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. 

Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  

 

Lector: The word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

Presider: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray.  

 

The Collect of the Day 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 

bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 

and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 



Psalm 23 

Dominus regit me 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, 

and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

A reading from the letter to the Ephesians 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the 

fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to 

the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 

shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light  

becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Sleeper, awake!  

Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.”  

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

Sequence   Praise our great and gracious Lord   Hymn 393 

 The Holy Gospel according to John 

John 9:1-41 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 



his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came 

back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 

“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were  

saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking 

him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 

received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 

when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how 

he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 

see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the  

sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they 

were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your 

eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 

parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 

was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our 

son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said 

this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is 

a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What 

did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, 

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Mo-

ses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it 

been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 

trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 



Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Je-

sus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I 

believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those 

who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near 

him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you 

were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon          The Very Rev. Kenneth R. Pepin 

 

 



The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 By the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

       in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven  

       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

Deacon/  

Intercessor: O Lord move us, who are assembled in your presence, to be always thankful for 

your compassion and mercy. Give us the stamina to walk this Lenten journey in 

faith. Let us never forget your promise to always lead us in Your way. We ask this 

through our Lord Jesus Christ and Your Spirit which brings us life. 

People:  God of compassion and mercy hear us! 

 

The Peace 

Deacon:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

Liturgy of the Table 

 

Deacon: Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 

Lord. 

 

Offertory Hymn  O Bless the Lord, my soul!   Hymn 411 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Presider:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord 

Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

     



Prayers of the People 

 

Deacon/  

Intercessor: O God of freedom and justice: empower us to build a world where righteousness 

and justice are the foundation of our actions and ministry as your church. We pray: 

People:  God of compassion and mercy hear us! 

 

Deacon/  

Intercessor: Help us to be a people of reconciliation and peace. Help us to reach out into our 

communities responding to the needs around us and living what we say we  

 believe. We pray 

People:  God of compassion and mercy hear us! 

 

Deacon/  

Intercessor: Guide us as we journey, help us to listen to our forebearers who struggled for  

 freedom and dignity for all human beings. Help us to live into their struggle and 

bear witness by our own acts of love. 

People:  God of compassion and mercy hear us! 

 

Deacon/  

Intercessor: May we be bearers of the healing balm of compassion to all who are sick,  

 especially those who feel isolated in nursing homes, those who are apart from 

loved ones, those who are homeless and those who are imprisoned. 

People:  God of compassion and mercy hear us! 

 

Deacon/  

Intercessor: Keep us aware of the needs of our world and appreciate all who continue to lead us 

on the path of faith. We offer thanks for Michael our presiding bishop, Steve our 

bishop provisional, Ken our rector, Rich our deacon, Pat and Sharon our wardens 

and our vestry and lay parish leaders. We pray for Grace Church, Scottsville;  

 Episcopal SeniorLife Communities; Deborah Duguid-May, priest; Melanie  

 Duguid-May, priest; Fishers, Seafarers. We pray for The Anglican Church of 

Southern Africa and the Most Revd Dr. Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop of Capetown 

and Primate of South Africa.  

People:  God of compassion and mercy hear us! 

 

Deacon/  

Intercessor: We remember in this moment of quiet all who have died.  

 Your promise of everlasting life gives us hope as we celebrate the lives of those 

who have gone before us in faith.  

People:  God of compassion and mercy hear us! 



 

Presider:  Blessed be your name throughout the earth, Lord God, for you have created won-

ders and, from the beginning, have drawn every living thing into communion with 

you. In the bounty of your creation you fashioned land and sea, sun and stars, 

plants and animals, that we might know the constancy of your love for us. 

People:  In covenant life you drew a people to yourself, to give and receive 

 love in your name. In the fullness of time you drew near to us in your Son, to 

bind us to you in the promise of everlasting life. 

 

Presider:  In every time and every place you offer us brothers and sisters with whom to live 

your ways of forgiveness and grace. In every age you surround us with a great 

company of saints that we might be bound to one another in this world that you so 

love. And so with the company of earth and heaven we praise your name and join 

the unending hymn. 

 

Sanctus          Hymn S127 

 

Presider:  God of holy unity, you are perfectly three and perfectly one; from many, make 

your people one. In you. Sanctify your church around the world and transform our 

fractures into fruitfulness. Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this cup, that 

they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who at supper 

with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to 

them, saying, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in remem-

brance of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his  

 disciples, saying, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

  Great is the mystery of faith. 

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 



 

Presider:  God the one Father of us all, you gather us in one faith, one hope, one baptism.  

  Draw near to your children when their lives are overshadowed by what divides. 

People:  Where wars have not yet ceased, come quickly. Where hostility tears apart 

brothers and sisters, open your path of peace. Where the relationship  

 between your people and your creation falters, renew our awe in the wonders 

you have made. 

 

Presider:  Where your church’s diversity fails to reflect the glorious kaleidoscope of your 

kingdom, lead us to greater love and wider mercy than we have ever before  

 imagined. Hasten the day when we who share Christ’s body will join him in per-

fect and holy communion, in the everlasting embrace of the Holy Spirit, as you 

draw all things to yourself, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

Presider: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People: Our Father in heaven 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those  

    who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

Presider:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

 

Fraction Anthem         Hymn S157 

 

Communion of the People 

 

Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 All are invited to God’s table.   



 

Communion Hymn  Just as I am, without one plea   Hymn 693  

 

Sending Rite 

 

Presider: Let us pray together. 

People: Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and  

 nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 

Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may  

 proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our 

Savior. Amen. 

 

Choir Anthem    

 

The Blessing 

 

Presider:  Now go forth into the world in peace, be strong and of good courage, hold fast to 

that which is good, render to no one evil for evil, love the Lord your God, love 

your neighbor and love yourself and may the blessing of God who made us, who 

loves us, and who travels with us be with you now and with those whom you love 

for ever. Amen. 

People: Amen. 

  

Sending Hymn  Thou whose almighty word  Hymn 371 

 

Dismissal 

 

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God. 



Announcements 

 

Saturday Night Live at the Theology Pub—Saturdays at 7pm  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/stluketheologypub 

Meeting ID: 892 5262 5755 Password: 469891 

 

Perinton Food Shelf  is in need of a few items to restock their shelves. Items needed are: 

Boxed plain potatoes, bottled juice, brownie mixes, frosting, beef stew, corned beef or roast 

beef hash, mustard, diced tomatoes, cereal, and tomato sauce (not pasta sauce). You can 

drop off donations in marked tote box in the great hall at St. Luke’s. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! St. Luke’s Spring Craft and Vendor Bazaar is scheduled for 

Saturday, May 6 from 10 to 3.  At least 20 crafters and vendors will be at participating.  

This has been a successful fundraiser for St Luke’s. Please spread the word!!!  If you are 

able to help with setup, social media, and/or cleanup, please contact Pat Knapp, Lauri 

Crocker, Gail Murray or Mary Ellen Ennis, either at coffee hour on Sundays or by email. 

 Pat Knapp  pknapp29@gmail.com 

 Lauri Crocker Ldcrocker3@gmail.com 

 Gail Murray  Rigby19@roadrunner.com 

 Mary Ellen Ennis Mennis1@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

 



Our Prayers are asked... 
For the world: 

For peace among the peoples of the world.  

For our military and their families.  

For refugees and the people of Ukraine. 

For the church: 

From the Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  

 Pray for The Anglican Church of Southern Africa and the Most Revd Dr. Thabo  

 Makgoba, Archbishop of Capetown and Primate of South Africa. 

From our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  

 Pray for Grace Church, Scottsville; Episcopal SeniorLife Communities;  

 Deborah Duguid-May, priest; Melanie Duguid-May, priest; Fishers, Seafarers.   

From our parochial concerns: 

 For Ken our priest, Rich our deacon Pat and Sharon, our Wardens, all the members of 

the vestry, our delegates, our parish and all other leaders. 

For those who are sick or in need:  Dom Gasbarre, Ellen Wheeler, Virginia Clark,  John Quat-

trociocchi, The Very Reverend William Petersen, Sally Hurlbut, Sharon, Bob Berry, 

Shirley Berry, Amy, Net, Jimmy Carter, Sharon F., Annette, Sharon and those who 

struggle with any affliction, as well as all who care for them.  

Those who have died: Virginia Knowles (Mother to Karen Keegan), Rt. Rev. Frank T.  

 Griswold III (former Presiding Bishop of ECUSA) 

Thanksgivings:  

Those celebrating a birthday:  David Richardson (3/19) and Donald Roemermann (3/22) 


